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CAUSE NO. 202513751 
 

MATTHEW FIELDS, 
 
 Plaintiff, 

§ 
§      
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF  

v. 
 

§ 
§ 

HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION,  
 
 Defendant. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
 
 

 
 
269TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT  

NOTICE OF REMOVAL TO FEDERAL COURT 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on March 13, 2025, Defendant Freedom Mortgage 

Corporation (“Defendant”) filed in the United States District Court for the Southern District of 

Texas, Houston Division, a Notice of Removal of this matter.  A copy of the Notice of Removal 

is attached hereto and incorporated herein.  

            Respectfully submitted, 
 

By: /s/ Kathryn B. Davis    
 MATT D. MANNING 

State Bar No. 24070210 
mmanning@mcglinchey.com  
KATHRYN B. DAVIS 
State Bar No. 24050364 
kdavis@mcglinchey.com  

 MCGLINCHEY STAFFORD, PLLC 
1001 McKinney, Suite 1500 
Houston, Texas 77002  

 Telephone : (713) 520-1900 
 Facsimile: (713) 520-1025 
  

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT  
 
 
 

 
 

3/13/2025 3:09 PM
Marilyn Burgess - District Clerk Harris County

Envelope No. 98434956
By: Kelly Puente

Filed: 3/13/2025 3:09 PM
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

I certify that on March 13, 2025, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served 
pursuant to the TEXAS RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE as follows: 
  

Via Texas File and Serve  
John G. Helstowski 

Texas State Bar No. 24078653 
5209 Heritage Ave, Suite 510 

Colleyville, Texas 76034 
Telephone: (817) 382-3125 
Facsimile: (817) 382-1799 
Email: jgh_@jghfirm.com 

Counsel for Plaintiff  
 

/s/ Kathryn B. Davis    
KATHRYN B. DAVIS 
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Automated Certificate of eService
This automated certificate of service was created by the efiling system.
The filer served this document via email generated by the efiling system
on the date and to the persons listed below. The rules governing
certificates of service have not changed. Filers must still provide a
certificate of service that complies with all applicable rules.

Teri Rostron on behalf of Kathryn Davis
Bar No. 24050364
trostron@mcglinchey.com
Envelope ID: 98434956
Filing Code Description: Notice
Filing Description: Notice of Removal to Federal Court
Status as of 3/13/2025 3:14 PM CST

Case Contacts

Name

John GHelstowski

Kasey Davis

Angelia Foster

Matt Manning

Teri Rostron

BarNumber Email

jgh@jghfirm.com

kdavis@mcglinchey.com

afoster@mcglinchey.com

mmanning@mcglinchey.com

trostron@mcglinchey.com

TimestampSubmitted

3/13/2025 3:09:18 PM

3/13/2025 3:09:18 PM

3/13/2025 3:09:18 PM

3/13/2025 3:09:18 PM

3/13/2025 3:09:18 PM

Status

SENT

SENT

SENT

SENT

SENT
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 
 

MATTHEW FIELDS, 
 
 Plaintiff, 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§   

 

v. § 
§ 

CIVIL ACTION NO. 4:25-CV-1198 
 

FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION,  
 
 Defendant. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§  

 
 

 
DEFENDANT’S NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 
Defendant Freedom Mortgage Corporation (“Freedom” or “Defendant”) hereby removes 

to this Court the state court civil action described below pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332 (diversity 

jurisdiction) and 28 U.S.C. § 1331 (federal question).  As grounds for the removal, Defendant 

respectfully states the following: 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

1. On February 28, 2025, Plaintiff Matthew Fields (“Plaintiff”) filed his Original 

Petition in Cause No. 202513751, styled Matthew Fields v. Freedom Mortgage Corporation, in 

the 269th Judicial District Court of Harris County, Texas (the “Complaint”).  

2. In the Complaint, Plaintiff brings suit against Defendant, asserting claims for 

violation of RESPA and Regulation X, statutory fraud and common fraud, among other 

allegations. See Compl. Plaintiff seeks an injunction preventing Defendant from foreclosing on the 

subject residential property located at 13119 Six Rivers Drive, Humble, Texas 77346 (the 

“Property”).  
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3. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a), copies of all process, pleadings, orders, 

and other papers filed in the state court action and obtained by Defendant are attached hereto and 

marked as composite Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference.  

II.  TIMELINESS OF REMOVAL 

4. Defendant has not yet been properly served with citation of Plaintiff’s original 

petition filed February 28, 2025.  Accordingly, this Notice of Removal is timely pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 1446(b).1 

III.  BASIS FOR REMOVAL: DIVERSITY JURISDICTION 

5. This Court has diversity jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332. This action may 

be removed to this Court by Defendant pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441(b) because this action is 

between citizens of different states and the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.00, exclusive 

of interest and costs. 

A. Complete diversity exists. 

6. Upon information and belief, Plaintiff is an individual, citizen and resident of 

Harris, Texas.2  

7. Defendant Freedom Mortgage is a New Jersey corporation with its principal place 

of business in Florida.  A corporation is a citizen of the state where it is incorporated and the state 

where it has its principal place of business.3  Therefore, Freedom Mortgage is a citizen of New 

Jersey and Florida for purposes of diversity jurisdiction. 

                                                 
1 See also Thompson v. Deutsche Bank Nat’l Tr. Co., 775 F.3d 298, 303 (5th Cir. 2014) (citing Murphy Bros., Inc. v. 
Michetti Pipe Stringing, Inc., 526 U.S. 344, 347-48, 119 S.Ct. 1322, 143 L.Ed. 448 (1999) (the federal removal and 
jurisdiction statutes “clearly provide that a defendant’s right to removal runs from the date on which it is formally 
served with process.”). 
2 See Complaint at ¶ 2; see also Hollinger v. Home State Mut. Ins. Co., 654 F.3d 564, 571 (5th Cir. 2011) (For purposes 
of determining citizenship, “[e]vidence of a person’s place of residence [] is prima facie proof of his domicile.”). 
3 28 U.S.C. § 1332(c)(1); Lincoln Prop. Co. v. Roche, 546 U.S. 81, 88-90 (2005).  
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8. Because Plaintiff is a citizen of Texas and Defendant is not a citizen of Texas, 

complete diversity of citizenship exists between the parties and removal is proper. 

B. The amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.00. 

9. Here, Plaintiff seeks an injunction preventing Defendant from foreclosing on the subject 

residential property located at 13119 Six Rivers Drive, Humble, Texas 77346 (the “Property”), 

and the claimed injury is the potential loss of use and ownership of the property. See Compl.  

10. The Fifth Circuit has repeatedly held that “[i]n actions seeking declaratory or 

injunctive relief, it is well established that the amount in controversy is measured by the value of 

the object of the litigation.”4  The “object of the litigation” is “the value of the right to be protected 

or the extent of the injury to be prevented”.5 Consequently, when a party seeks injunctive relief in 

the form of a temporary restraining order or temporary injunction to prevent a defendant from 

foreclosing on his property, the value of the property is included in the amount in controversy.6 

This is because if a party’s request for injunctive relief is denied, he could lose title to the property 

and this “loss [] must be taken into consideration in determining the total amount in controversy.”7  

11. In this instance, the value of the Property is at least $359,267.8 Therefore, based on 

the relief sought by Plaintiff in the Complaint, the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.00.  

IV. BASIS FOR REMOVAL: FEDERAL QUESTION 

                                                 
4 Farkas v. GMAC Mortg., LLC, 737 F.3d 338, 341 (5th Cir. 2013) (quoting Hunt v. Washington State Apple Adver. 
Comm'n, 432 U.S. 333, 347 (1977)).   
5 Hartford Ins. Group v. Lou–Con Inc., 293 F.3d 908, 910 (5th Cir. 2002). 
6 Farkas, 737 F.3d at 341; Govea v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., No. CIV.A. H-10-3482, 2010 WL 5140064, at *3 
(S.D. Tex. Dec. 10, 2010); Lovett v. HSBC Mortg. Services, Inc., No. 3:13-CV-3593-O, 2014 WL 547031, at *3 (N.D. 
Tex. Feb. 11, 2014); see also Jackson v. Bank of Am., N.A., No. 3:13-CV-4093-L, 2014 WL 2616872, at *3 (N.D. 
Tex. June 12, 2014). 
7 See Govea, 2010 WL 5140064 at *3 (“Consequently, if their request is denied, the [plaintiffs] could lose title to the 
property, a loss that must be taken into consideration in determining the total amount in controversy.”). 
8 See Harris County Appraisal District Summary attached as Exhibit B to Defendant’s Notice of Removal. It is 
appropriate for the court to take judicial notice of the Harris County Tax Appraisal because it is a public record and 
the information it provides is readily ascertainable and the source—the Harris County Tax Appraisal District—cannot 
reasonably be questioned. See Funk v. Stryker, 631 F.3d 777, 783 (5th Cir. 2011). 
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12. This Court also has original jurisdiction over this lawsuit pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1331 because the Complaint enumerates claims for violations of Regulation X, 12 C.F.R. §1024.41 

et seq. and violations of the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act, 12 U.S.C. § 2605(e), et seq. 

(“RESPA”).9 Federal question jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1331 “exists when a well-pleaded 

complaint establishes either that federal law creates the cause of action or that the plaintiff’s right 

to relief necessarily depends on resolution of a substantial question of federal law.” 10 Under 

RESPA alone, “Courts have routinely held that allegations of violations of RESPA give rise to 

federal question jurisdiction.”11  

13. Additionally, the Court has supplemental jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a) 

over Plaintiff’s state law claims because they share a common nucleus of operative facts with this 

federal claim.12  

IV.  VENUE 

14. Venue for this Removal is proper in the United States District Court for the 

Southern District of Texas, Houston Division, because this district and division includes Harris 

County, Texas—the location of the pending state court action.13  

V.  ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

15. Written Notice of Removal will be provided to Plaintiff and filed with the District 

Clerk of Harris County, Texas.  

                                                 
9 See Complaint, ¶¶ 50-52. 
10 Borden v. Allstate Ins. Co., 589 F.3d 168, 172 (5th Cir. 2009) (citation and internal quotations omitted).  
11 Perez v. Wells Fargo USA Holdings, Inc., 2019 WL 6687704, at *3 (S.D. Tex. 2019) (collecting cases).  
12 See e.g., Good v. Prof-2013-S3 Legal Title Tr. IV, 2018 WL 654550, at *3 (N.D. Tex. 2018) (finding supplemental 
jurisdiction where state law and federal claims were based on the same alleged wrongful conduct relating to 
foreclosure proceedings).  
13 See 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a); 28 U.S.C. § 124(b)(1) (stating that the Houston Division of the Southern District includes 
Harris County). 
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16. This Notice of Removal is signed pursuant to FED. R. CIV. P. 11. See 28 U.S.C. § 

1446(a). 

17. In the event that Plaintiff seeks to remand this case, or the Court considers remand 

sua sponte, Defendant respectfully requests the opportunity to submit such additional argument or 

evidence in support of removal as may be necessary. 

17. Plaintiff made a jury demand in the Complaint.   

18. Having satisfied the requirements for removal, Defendant gives notice that Cause 

No. 202513751, styled Matthew Fields v. Freedom Mortgage Corporation, in the 269th Judicial 

District Court of Harris County, Texas, has been removed to this Court.  

      Respectfully submitted, 
 

By: /s/ Kathryn B. Davis    
 MATT D. MANNING 

State Bar No. 24070210 
mmanning@mcglinchey.com  
KATHRYN B. DAVIS 
State Bar No. 24050364 
kdavis@mcglinchey.com  

 MCGLINCHEY STAFFORD, PLLC 
1001 McKinney, Suite 1500 
Houston, Texas 77002  

 Telephone : (713) 520-1900 
 Facsimile: (713) 520-1025 
  

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT  
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE AND NOTICE OF FILING 
 

I certify that on March 13, 2025, the foregoing Notice of Removal was filed with the 
District Clerk of Harris County, Texas, and that written notice of filing of the Notice of Removal 
was served upon Plaintiff. 
 

/s/ Kathryn B. Davis    
KATHRYN B. DAVIS 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

I certify that on March 13, 2025, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served 
pursuant to the FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE as follows: 
  

Via First Class Mail and/or EMAIL 
John G. Helstowski 

Texas State Bar No. 24078653 
5209 Heritage Ave, Suite 510 

Colleyville, Texas 76034 
Telephone: (817) 382-3125 
Facsimile: (817) 382-1799 
Email: jgh_@jghfirm.com  

 
Counsel for Plaintiff  

 
/s/ Kathryn B. Davis    
KATHRYN B. DAVIS 
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 Exhibit “A” 
 

Index 
 

TAB 1 State Court Docket Sheet 03/13/2025 
TAB 2 Plaintiffs Original Verified Petition, with 

Exhibit A-C 
02/28/2025 

TAB 3 Proposed Temporary Restraining Order 02/28/2025 
TAB 4 Certificate of Conference 02/28/2025 
TAB 5 Temporary Restraining Order – Signed 03/03/2025 
TAB 6 Clerks Certificate of Cash Deposit 03/04/2025 
TAB 7 Request to Issue Citations 03/04/2025 
TAB 8 Plaintiffs Motion To Extend Temporary 

Restraining Order 
03/05/2025 
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CAUSE NO. _202513751_ 
 

MATTHEW FIELDS, 
 
     Plaintiff, 
 
v.  
 
FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, its/their successors 
and or assigns, 
 
     Defendant. 
      
 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
 

 
 
 

______ JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 

 
 
 
 
 OF HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

TEMPORARY RESTRAINNING ORDER  
 

​ On this date the Application for a Temporary Restraining Order of Plaintiff, Matthew 

Fields, that was incorporated into the Plaintiff’s Original Verified Petition and Application for 

Temporary Restraining Order and Temporary Injunction (“Petition”) filed in this cause, was 

heard and considered before this court. 

​ Based upon the pleadings, exhibits, records, and documents filed by counsel and 

presented to the Court, as well as the arguments of counsel at the hearing, IT CLEARLY 

APPEARS: 

A.​ That unless the Defendant, and each of its respective agents, employees, 

attorneys, trustees, substitute trustees, successors and/or assigns, is immediately 

restrained and enjoined the Defendant will proceed with foreclosure and foreclose 

Plaintiff from his homestead property described in their Petition, and Plaintiff will suffer 

an immediate and irreparable harm and will have no adequate remedies under the law, 

and the Defendant will commit the foregoing before notice and a hearing on Plaintiff’s 

Application for Temporary Injunction. 

Temporary Restraining Order Matthew Fields​ Page 1 
​  
 

2/28/2025 4:12 PM
Marilyn Burgess - District Clerk Harris County

Envelope No. 97944064
By: Kelly Puente

Filed: 2/28/2025 4:12 PM
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B.​ Plaintiff will suffer an irreparable harm if the Defendant, and/or any of its/their 

agents, employees, attorneys, trustees, substitute trustees, successors and/or assigns are 

not restrained immediately because Plaintiff will lose fee simple title and ownership and 

possession of their homestead residence, which is unique and irreplaceable, and there is 

no adequate remedy at law to grant Plaintiff complete, final and equitable relief. 

C.​ Plaintiff has provided notice to the Defendant, through its local foreclosure 

attorneys Malcolm Cisneros Trustee Corps, of the filing of Plaintiff’s Petition at least two 

(2) hours before this Court conducted this hearing and has provided the Court with a 

Certificate of Conference to evidence the same as required by the Local Rules of the 

Harris County District Courts.  

​ IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Defendant 

and any of its agents, employees, attorneys, trustees, substitute trustees, successors and/or 

assigns is/are each hereby ORDERED to immediately cease and desist from proceeding with any 

and all efforts to foreclose upon Plaintiff’s homestead property described in the Plaintiff’s 

Petition, which is commonly known as 13119 Six Rivers Drive, Humble, Texas 77346, and that 

the Defendant is hereby immediately enjoined and restrained from the date of entry of this order 

until fourteen (14) days hereafter, or until further order of this Court. 

​ IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Plaintiff’s 

Application for Temporary Injunction be heard on _______________ at ________ o’clock ____. 

M. in the courtroom of the ______ District Court of Harris County located in the Harris County 

Courthouse, 201 Caroline Street, Houston, Texas 77022, and that the Defendant is commanded 

to appear at that time and provide reasons, if any, why a temporary injunction should not be 

issued against said Defendant. 

Temporary Restraining Order Matthew Fields​ Page 2 
​  
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​ The clerk of the above-entitled court shall issue a notice of entry of a temporary 

restraining order in conformity with the law and the terms of this order, to include a copy of this 

order, upon the posting by Plaintiff of the bond hereinafter set forth. 

​ This order shall not be effective until Plaintiff deposits with the Harris County District 

Clerk a cash bond in the amount of $______________, or in the form of a check drawn from the 

Plaintiff’s counsel’s business checking account, in due conformity with applicable law.  

​ SIGNED and ENTERED on this ____ day of November 2024, at ____ o’clock, __. M. 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ___________ 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ DISTRICT JUDGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AND AGREED AS TO FORM: 
 

 
 

/s/ John G. Helstowski​ ​  
John G. Helstowski 
Texas Bar No. 24078653 
5209 Heritage Ave., Suite 510 
Colleyville, TX 76034 
Telephone: (817) 382-3125 
Facsimile: (817) 382-1799 
Email: jgh@jghfirm.com  
Attorney for Plaintiff 
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CAUSE NO. 202513751 
 

MATTHEW FIELDS, 
 
     Plaintiff, 
 
v.  
 
FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, its/their successors 
and/or assigns, 
 
     Defendants. 
      
 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
 

 
 
 

______ JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 

 
 
 
 
 OF HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE 
 

​ Pursuant to the Harris County Local Rules, the undersigned counsel for the Plaintiff 

named in the above styled and numbered cause, hereby certifies that on February 27, 2025 at 

11:00 am my legal assistant, Amanda Hill, sent an email to attorney Lisa at info@mclaw.org, 

support@trusteecorps.com, and Melissa@mclaw.org who are the local attorneys who represents 

Defendant in the processing of a foreclosure sale, to notify counsel of the filing of the Plaintiff’s 

Original Verified Petition and Application for Temporary Restraining Order and Temporary 

Injunction (“Petition”), and provided copies of the filed Petition and proposed temporary 

restraining order (“TRO”) and the envelope filing receipt for the same, and advised foreclosure 

counsel that I would be seeking entry of the TRO at last two hours later.  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Respectfully submitted, 

​ ​ ​ ​     ​           J. GANNON HELSTOWSKI LAW FIRM 
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2/28/2025 4:15 PM
Marilyn Burgess - District Clerk Harris County

Envelope No. 97944349
By: Kelly Puente

Filed: 2/28/2025 4:15 PM
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/s/ John G. Helstowski​​ ​ ​   
John G. Helstowski 
Texas State Bar No. 24078653 

​ ​ 5209 Heritage Ave., Suite 510 
​ ​ Colleyville, TX 76034 

Telephone: (817) 382-3125 
Facsimile: (817) 382-1799 
Email: jgh@jghfirm.com  
Attorney for Plaintiff  
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Automated Certificate of eService
This automated certificate of service was created by the efiling system.
The filer served this document via email generated by the efiling system
on the date and to the persons listed below. The rules governing
certificates of service have not changed. Filers must still provide a
certificate of service that complies with all applicable rules.

John Helstowski
Bar No. 24078653
jgh@jghfirm.com
Envelope ID: 97944349
Filing Code Description: Notice
Filing Description: Certificate of Conference
Status as of 2/28/2025 4:57 PM CST

Case Contacts

Name

John GHelstowski

BarNumber Email

jgh@jghfirm.com

TimestampSubmitted

2/28/2025 4:15:51 PM

Status

SENT
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1 
 

J. GANNON HELSTOWSKI LAW FIRM 

5209 HERITAGE AVENUE, SUITE 510 

COLLEYVILLE, TEXAS 76034 

(817) 382-3125 - Telephone 

(817) 382-1799 – Facsimile 

____________________________________________________ 
 

March 4, 2025 

 

Marilyn Burgess, District Clerk 

Harris County Courthouse 

201 Caroline, Suite 420 

Houston, Texas 77002 

Attn: Civil Process 

 

 RE: Request to Issue Citations and TRO Notice: 

Matthew Fields, Plaintiff VS Freedom Mortgage Corporation, its/their 

successors and/or assigns, Defendant 

Cause No. 202513751, 269th Judicial District of Harris County 

 

Dear District Clerk: 

 

 Please issue original Citations and TRO Notice to the following Defendant regarding the 

above referenced matter as follows: 

 

1. Freedom Mortgage Corporation 

c/o CT Corporation System 

1999 Bryan Street, Suite 900 

Dallas, Texas 75201-3136 

 

 

Once issued, please upload the same and email to jgh@jghfirm.com with courtesy copy to 

hnk@jghfirm.com. We will then forward to a private process server for service. 

 

 Thank you for your assistance in this matter, and please feel free to contact me should you 

have any questions. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       /s/ John G. Helstowski    

       John G. Helstowski 

3/4/2025 12:17 PM
Marilyn Burgess - District Clerk Harris County

Envelope No. 98038984
By: Wanda Chambers

Filed: 3/4/2025 12:17 PM
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2 
 

       State Bar No. 24078653 

       J. GANNON HELSTOWSKI LAW FIRM 

       5209 Heritage Avenue, Suite 510 

       Colleyville, Texas 76034 

       (817) 382-3125 – Telephone 

       (817) 382-1799 – Facsimile 

       Email: jgh@jghfirm.com  

       Attorney for Plaintiff 

Uno
ffic

ial
�C

op
y�O

ffic
e�o

f�M
ar

ily
n�B

ur
ge

ss
�D

ist
ric

t�C
ler

k

Case 4:25-cv-01198     Document 1-1     Filed on 03/13/25 in TXSD     Page 55 of 61

Uno
ffic

ial
�C

op
y�O

ffic
e�o

f�M
ar

ily
n�B

ur
ge

ss
�D

ist
ric

t�C
ler

k

mailto:jgh@jghfirm.com


Automated Certificate of eService
This automated certificate of service was created by the efiling system.
The filer served this document via email generated by the efiling system
on the date and to the persons listed below. The rules governing
certificates of service have not changed. Filers must still provide a
certificate of service that complies with all applicable rules.

John Helstowski
Bar No. 24078653
jgh@jghfirm.com
Envelope ID: 98038984
Filing Code Description: Request
Filing Description: Request to Issue Citations and TRO Notices
Status as of 3/4/2025 12:19 PM CST

Case Contacts

Name

John GHelstowski

BarNumber Email

jgh@jghfirm.com

TimestampSubmitted

3/4/2025 12:17:13 PM

Status

SENT
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Plaintiff’s Motion to Extend TRO, etc. – Matthew Fields  Page 1

CAUSE NO. 202513751

MATTHEW FIELDS,

     Plaintiff,

v. 

FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, its successors and/or 
assigns,

     Defendant.
     

§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

IN THE DISTRICT COURT

269th JUDICIAL DISTRICT

 OF HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

PLAINTIFF’S UNOPPOSED MOTION TO EXTEND TEMPORARY RESTRAINING 
ORDER AND RESCHEDULE TEMPORARY INJUNCTION HEARING

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

NOW COMES Matthew Fields, hereinafter called Plaintiff (“Plaintiff”), Plaintiff in the 

above styled and numbered cause, and pursuant to TRCP 680 hereby moves this Court to extend 

the Temporary Restraining Order previously entered in this cause and to reschedule the current 

hearing setting for the Temporary Injunction hearing, and in support thereof would respectfully 

show unto the Court as follows: 

I.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

1. On February 28, 2025, Plaintiff filed his Plaintiff’s Original Verified Petition and 

Application for Temporary Restraining Order and Temporary Injunction (“Petition”) in the 

above styled and numbered cause. 

2. On February 28, 2025 the Court signed and entered a  Temporary Restraining 

Order (“TRO”), wherein Defendant’s, its/their successors and/or assigns, (“Defendant”), were 

3/5/2025 1:00 PM
Marilyn Burgess - District Clerk Harris County

Envelope No. 98095027
By: Kelly Puente

Filed: 3/5/2025 1:00 PM
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Plaintiff’s Motion to Extend TRO, etc. – Matthew Fields  Page 2

prevented from taking certain actions against Plaintiff, namely the Defendant Freedom Mortgage 

Corporation, was ordered to cease and desist from all efforts to foreclose Plaintiff from his 

homestead property made the subject of this suit. The TRO further provided that the Plaintiff 

must post a cash bond in the amount of $250.00 before the TRO could take effect.

3. The TRO further contained a hearing setting for a Temporary Injunction hearing 

to be heard on March 14, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. 

4. On February 28, 2025, Plaintiff posted the required cash bond in the amount of 

$250.00 with the Harris County District Clerk.  

5. As of date hereof, the District Clerk issued the requested Citations and TRO 

notices and service has been forwarded to a private process server.

6. As of the date hereof, no appearance has been made by any attorney for the 

Defendants, although the Defendant’s local foreclosure counsel has been provided with copies of 

the filed Petition, signed TRO, and bond receipt. 

II.

UNOPPOSED MOTION TO EXTEND TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER
AND TO RE-SCHEDULE TEMPORARY INJUNCTION HEARING

7. Accordingly, pursuant to TRCP Rule 680, Plaintiff hereby requests that the TRO 

be extended one time for up to fourteen (14) days from Merch 14, 2025, for the reasons that the 

Defendants have not yet been formally served, and no appearance or answer has been filed by 

any attorney on behalf of the Defendants.

8. TRCP Rule 680 provides in pertinent part as follows:

“…and shall expire by its own terms within such time after signing, not to exceed 
fourteen days, unless within the time so fixed the order, for good cause shown, is 
extended for a like period or unless the party against whom the order is directed consents 
that it may be extended for a longer period…” (emphasis added).
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Plaintiff’s Motion to Extend TRO, etc. – Matthew Fields  Page 3

9. TRCP Rule 680 provides the only method for extending a [TRO] beyond 14 days. 

Rule 680 governs an extension of a [TRO], whether issued with or without notice, and permits 

but one extension for no longer than fourteen (14) days unless the restrained party agrees to a 

longer extension. In re Texas Nat. Res. Conserv. Comm’n, 85 S.W.3d 201, 204-05 (Tex.2002).

10. Therefore, in the interest of justice and fairness, and for good cause shown, 

Plaintiff hereby requests that the Court cancel the current setting of the Temporary Injunction 

hearing scheduled on  March 14, 2025, and extend the TRO for a period of up to fourteen (14) 

days from March 14, 2025, and reschedule the Temporary Injunction hearing to a date and time 

before the expiration of the fourteen (14) day period from March 14, 2025.

11. No party will be harmed or prejudiced by the Court’s granting of the relief 

requested herein, and no party is opposed since no attorney has appeared herein on behalf of the 

Defendant, who is the only Defendant against whom injunctive relief is sought.

12. This motion is not brought for purposes of delay or harassment, but rather so that 

justice may be done.

13. Plaintiff further avers that the bond previously posted by Plaintiff for the TRO is 

sufficient and that no further bond is necessary to extend the TRO.

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff respectfully requests that the 

Court enter an Order canceling the current hearing setting for the Temporary Injunction hearing 

that is currently scheduled on March 14, 2025, and for good cause shown, extend the TRO for a 

period of up to fourteen (14) days from March 14, 2025, and reschedule the Temporary 

Injunction hearing on a date and time within the extended fourteen day period from March 14, 

2025, and for such other and further relief, at law or in equity, to which Plaintiff may show 

herself justly entitled.
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Plaintiff’s Motion to Extend TRO, etc. – Matthew Fields  Page 4

                                      Respectfully submitted,

                                                                 J. GANNON HELSTOWSKI LAW FIRM

                                                                   /s/ John G. Helstowski                          
                                                                               John G. Helstowski

                                                   Texas State Bar No. 24078653
                                                 5209 Heritage Ave, Suite 510

                                          Colleyville, Texas 76034
                                                Telephone – (817) 382-3125

                                   Facsimile – (817) 382-1799
                                           Email:  jgh@jghfirm.com

                                                                               Attorney for Plaintiff
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on March 5, 2025, 2025, a true and correct copy of the foregoing 
Plaintiff’s Unopposed Motion to Extend Temporary Restraining Order and Reschedule 
Temporary Injunction Hearing was served upon all parties and counsel of record in this cause.

/s/ John G. Helstowski  
                        John G. Helstowski
                        Attorney for Plaintiff

CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE

I hereby certify that prior to the filing of the foregoing Plaintiff’s Unopposed Motion to 
Extend Temporary Restraining Order and Reschedule Temporary Injunction Hearing, I 
attempted to confer with counsel, but since no counsel has appeared herein on behalf of the 
Defendant, and the Defendants have not been served or otherwise filed an answer or appeared 
herein. and therefore, a good faith effort was made to confer but no conference could be had so 
the matter is submitted to the Court for determination of the merits.

/s/ John G. Helstowski
John G. Helstowski
Attorney for Plaintiff

Uno
ffic

ial
�C

op
y�O

ffic
e�o

f�M
ar

ily
n�B

ur
ge

ss
�D

ist
ric

t�C
ler

k

Case 4:25-cv-01198     Document 1-1     Filed on 03/13/25 in TXSD     Page 60 of 61

Uno
ffic

ial
�C

op
y�O

ffic
e�o

f�M
ar

ily
n�B

ur
ge

ss
�D

ist
ric

t�C
ler

k



Automated Certificate of eService
This automated certificate of service was created by the efiling system.
The filer served this document via email generated by the efiling system
on the date and to the persons listed below. The rules governing
certificates of service have not changed. Filers must still provide a
certificate of service that complies with all applicable rules.

John Helstowski
Bar No. 24078653
jgh@jghfirm.com
Envelope ID: 98095027
Filing Code Description: Motion (No Fee)
Filing Description: Plaintiff’s Unopposed Motion To Extend Temporary
Restraining Order And Reschedule Temporary Injunction Hearing
Status as of 3/5/2025 1:25 PM CST

Case Contacts

Name

John GHelstowski

BarNumber Email

jgh@jghfirm.com

TimestampSubmitted

3/5/2025 1:00:15 PM

Status

SENT
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EXHIBIT “B” 
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NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF 
THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED.

               

(c)   Attorneys (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number)  Attorneys (If Known)

II.  BASIS OF JURISDICTION (Place an “X” in One Box Only) III.  CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (Place an “X” in One Box for Plaintiff
(For Diversity Cases Only)                                                     and One Box for Defendant) 

’ 1   U.S. Government ’ 3  Federal Question                                                    PTF    DEF                                                       PTF    DEF
Plaintiff (U.S. Government Not a Party) Citizen of This State ’ 1 ’  1 Incorporated or Principal Place ’ 4 ’ 4

    of Business In This State

’ 2   U.S. Government ’ 4  Diversity Citizen of Another State ’ 2 ’  2 Incorporated and Principal Place ’ 5 ’ 5
Defendant (Indicate Citizenship of Parties in Item III) of Business In Another State

Citizen or Subject of a ’ 3 ’  3 Foreign Nation ’ 6 ’ 6
    Foreign Country

IV.  NATURE OF SUIT (Place an “X” in One Box Only) Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.
CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY OTHER STATUTES

’ 110 Insurance      PERSONAL INJURY       PERSONAL INJURY ’ 625 Drug Related Seizure ’ 422 Appeal 28 USC 158 ’ 375 False Claims Act
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’ 140 Negotiable Instrument   Liability ’ 367 Health Care/ ’ 400 State Reapportionment
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 & Enforcement of Judgment   Slander  Personal Injury ’ 820 Copyrights ’ 430 Banks and Banking
’ 151 Medicare Act ’ 330 Federal Employers’  Product Liability ’ 830 Patent ’ 450 Commerce
’ 152 Recovery of Defaulted   Liability ’ 368 Asbestos Personal ’ 835 Patent - Abbreviated ’ 460 Deportation

 Student Loans ’ 340 Marine   Injury Product        New Drug Application ’ 470 Racketeer Influenced and
 (Excludes Veterans) ’ 345 Marine Product   Liability ’ 840 Trademark  Corrupt Organizations

’ 153 Recovery of Overpayment   Liability   PERSONAL PROPERTY LABOR SOCIAL SECURITY ’ 480 Consumer Credit
 of Veteran’s Benefits ’ 350 Motor Vehicle ’ 370 Other Fraud ’ 710 Fair Labor Standards ’ 861 HIA (1395ff) ’ 490 Cable/Sat TV

’ 160 Stockholders’ Suits ’ 355 Motor Vehicle ’ 371 Truth in Lending   Act ’ 862 Black Lung (923) ’ 850 Securities/Commodities/
’ 190 Other Contract  Product Liability ’ 380 Other Personal ’ 720 Labor/Management ’ 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g))   Exchange
’ 195 Contract Product Liability ’ 360 Other Personal  Property Damage   Relations ’ 864 SSID Title XVI ’ 890 Other Statutory Actions
’ 196 Franchise  Injury ’ 385 Property Damage ’ 740 Railway Labor Act ’ 865 RSI (405(g)) ’ 891 Agricultural Acts

’ 362 Personal Injury -  Product Liability ’ 751 Family and Medical ’ 893 Environmental Matters
 Medical Malpractice   Leave Act ’ 895 Freedom of Information

 REAL PROPERTY    CIVIL RIGHTS   PRISONER PETITIONS ’ 790 Other Labor Litigation FEDERAL TAX SUITS   Act
’ 210 Land Condemnation ’ 440 Other Civil Rights Habeas Corpus: ’ 791 Employee Retirement ’ 870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff ’ 896 Arbitration
’ 220 Foreclosure ’ 441 Voting ’ 463 Alien Detainee  Income Security Act   or Defendant) ’ 899 Administrative Procedure
’ 230 Rent Lease & Ejectment ’ 442 Employment ’ 510 Motions to Vacate ’ 871 IRS—Third Party  Act/Review or Appeal of
’ 240 Torts to Land ’ 443 Housing/  Sentence   26 USC 7609  Agency Decision
’ 245 Tort Product Liability  Accommodations ’ 530 General ’ 950 Constitutionality of
’ 290 All Other Real Property ’ 445 Amer. w/Disabilities - ’ 535 Death Penalty IMMIGRATION  State Statutes

 Employment Other: ’ 462 Naturalization Application
’ 446 Amer. w/Disabilities - ’ 540 Mandamus & Other ’ 465 Other Immigration

 Other ’ 550 Civil Rights        Actions
’ 448 Education ’ 555 Prison Condition

’ 560 Civil Detainee -
 Conditions of 
 Confinement

V.  ORIGIN (Place an “X” in One Box Only)

’ 1 Original
Proceeding

’ 2 Removed from
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’  3 Remanded from
Appellate Court
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Another District
(specify)

’  6 Multidistrict
Litigation -
Transfer

’ 8  Multidistrict
    Litigation -         
   Direct File

VI.  CAUSE OF ACTION
Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity):
 
Brief description of cause:

VII.  REQUESTED IN
         COMPLAINT:

’ CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS ACTION
UNDER RULE 23, F.R.Cv.P.

DEMAND $ CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint:

JURY DEMAND: ’ Yes ’No
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          IF ANY (See instructions):
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JS 44 Reverse  (Rev. 06/17)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET FORM JS 44
Authority For Civil Cover Sheet

The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and service of pleading or other papers as
required by law, except as provided by local rules of court.  This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is
required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet.  Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of
Court for each civil complaint filed.  The attorney filing a case should complete the form as follows:

I.(a) Plaintiffs-Defendants.  Enter names (last, first, middle initial) of plaintiff and defendant.  If the plaintiff or defendant is a government agency, use 
only the full name or standard abbreviations.  If the plaintiff or defendant is an official within a government agency, identify first the agency and 
then the official, giving both name and title.

   (b) County of Residence.  For each civil case filed, except U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county where the first listed plaintiff resides at the 
time of filing.  In U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county in which the first listed defendant resides at the time of filing.  (NOTE: In land 
condemnation cases, the county of residence of the "defendant" is the location of the tract of land involved.)

   (c) Attorneys.  Enter the firm name, address, telephone number, and attorney of record.  If there are several attorneys, list them on an attachment, noting
in this section "(see attachment)".

II.  Jurisdiction.  The basis of jurisdiction is set forth under Rule 8(a), F.R.Cv.P., which requires that jurisdictions be shown in pleadings.  Place an "X" 
in one of the boxes.  If there is more than one basis of jurisdiction, precedence is given in the order shown below.
United States plaintiff.  (1) Jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. 1345 and 1348.  Suits by agencies and officers of the United States are included here.
United States defendant.  (2) When the plaintiff is suing the United States, its officers or agencies, place an "X" in this box.
Federal question.  (3) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1331, where jurisdiction arises under the Constitution of the United States, an amendment 
to the Constitution, an act of Congress or a treaty of the United States.  In cases where the U.S. is a party, the U.S. plaintiff or defendant code takes 
precedence, and box 1 or 2 should be marked.
Diversity of citizenship.  (4) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1332, where parties are citizens of different states.  When Box 4 is checked, the 
citizenship of the different parties must be checked.  (See Section III below; NOTE: federal question actions take precedence over diversity 
cases.)

III.  Residence (citizenship) of Principal Parties.  This section of the JS 44 is to be completed if diversity of citizenship was indicated above.  Mark this
section for each principal party.

IV. Nature of Suit.  Place an "X" in the appropriate box.  If there are multiple nature of suit codes associated with the case, pick the nature of suit code 
that is most applicable.  Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.  

V. Origin.  Place an "X" in one of the seven boxes.
Original Proceedings.  (1) Cases which originate in the United States district courts.
Removed from State Court.  (2) Proceedings initiated in state courts may be removed to the district courts under Title 28 U.S.C., Section 1441.  
When the petition for removal is granted, check this box.
Remanded from Appellate Court.  (3) Check this box for cases remanded to the district court for further action.  Use the date of remand as the filing 
date.
Reinstated or Reopened.  (4) Check this box for cases reinstated or reopened in the district court.  Use the reopening date as the filing date.
Transferred from Another District.  (5) For cases transferred under Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1404(a).  Do not use this for within district transfers or 
multidistrict litigation transfers.
Multidistrict Litigation – Transfer.  (6) Check this box when a multidistrict case is transferred into the district under authority of Title 28 U.S.C. 
Section 1407. 
Multidistrict Litigation – Direct File.  (8) Check this box when a multidistrict case is filed in the same district as the Master MDL docket. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NOT AN ORIGIN CODE 7.  Origin Code 7 was used for historical records and is no longer relevant due to 
changes in statue.

VI. Cause of Action.  Report the civil statute directly related to the cause of action and give a brief description of the cause.  Do not cite jurisdictional 
statutes unless diversity.  Example: U.S. Civil Statute: 47 USC 553  Brief Description: Unauthorized reception of cable service

VII. Requested in Complaint.  Class Action.  Place an "X" in this box if you are filing a class action under Rule 23, F.R.Cv.P.
Demand.  In this space enter the actual dollar amount being demanded or indicate other demand, such as a preliminary injunction.
Jury Demand.  Check the appropriate box to indicate whether or not a jury is being demanded.

VIII. Related Cases.  This section of the JS 44 is used to reference related pending cases, if any.  If there are related pending cases, insert the docket 
numbers and the corresponding judge names for such cases.

Date and Attorney Signature.  Date and sign the civil cover sheet.
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SUPPLEMENTAL COVER SHEET—PAGE 1 

United States District Court 
Southern District of Texas 

Houston Division 
 

Supplemental Civil Cover Sheet For Cases Removed  
From State Court 

 
This form must be attached to the Civil Cover Sheet at the time the case is filed in the U.S. 

District Clerk’s Office. Additional sheets may be used as necessary. 
 

1. State Court Information: 
 
 Please identify the court from which the case is being removed and specify the number 
 assigned to the case in that court. 
 
 Court and Case Number 
 
 Cause No. 202513751, styled Matthew Fields v. Freedom Mortgage Corporation, in the 
 269th Judicial District Court of Harris County, Texas 
 
2. Style of the Case:  
 
 Please include all Plaintiff(s), Defendant(s), Intervenor(s), Counterclaimant(s), 
 Crossclaimant(s) and Third Party Claimant(s) still remaining in the case and indicate their 
 party type. Also, please list the attorney(s) of record for each party named and include 
 their bar number, firm name, correct mailing address, and phone number (including area  
 code.) 
 
Party and Party Type    

Plaintiff (s): 
Matthew Fields 

Attorney(s): 
John G. Helstowski 
Texas State Bar No. 24078653 
5209 Heritage Ave, Suite 510 
Colleyville, Texas 76034 
Telephone: (817) 382-3125 
Facsimile: (817) 382-1799 
Email: jgh_@jghfirm.com  

 
Defendant: 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation 

 
Attorney(s): 
Matt D. Manning 
State Bar No. 24070210 
mmanning@mcglinchey.com  
Kathryn B. Davis 
State Bar No. 24050364 
kdavis@mcglinchey.com 
McGlinchey Stafford 
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SUPPLEMENTAL COVER SHEET—PAGE 2 

1001 McKinney, Suite 1500 
Houston, Texas 77002  
Telephone : (713) 520-1900 
Facsimile: (713) 520-1025 
 

3. Jury Demand: 
 

Was a Jury Demand made in State Court?  Yes, see Original Petition  
 

If "Yes," by which party and on what date?     
 

4. Answer: 
 
 Was an Answer made in State Court?  No 
 
 If "Yes," by which party and on what date?      
 
 
5. Unserved Parties: 
 

The following parties have not been served at the time this case was removed: 
 

Party           Reason(s) for No Service   
   
   Freedom Mortgage                                            Unknown        
        
 
6. Nonsuited, Dismissed, or Terminated Parties: 
 

Please indicate any changes from the style on the State Court papers and the reason for 
that change: 

 
Party          Reason   

     
  None 
 
 
7. Claims of the Parties: 
 

The filing party submits the following summary of the remaining claims of each party in 
this litigation: 
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SUPPLEMENTAL COVER SHEET—PAGE 3 

Party Claim(s) 

Plaintiff(s): 
 

Plaintiff brings suit against Defendant, 
asserting claims for violation of RESPA and 
Regulation X, statutory fraud and common 
fraud, among other allegations. See Compl. 
Plaintiff seeks an injunction preventing 
Defendant from foreclosing on the subject 
residential property located at 13119 Six 
Rivers Drive, Humble, Texas 77346.  
 

Defendant(s): 
 

Plaintiff’s claims are wholly without merit and 
he is not entitled to any of the relief sought. 
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