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S.J.C. Judgment of Disbarment entered by Justice Lenk on April 2, 2019.1 
 

 Upon the filing of his affidavit of resignation, the respondent was disbarred.  The 
respondent was convicted in the United States District Court for the District of 
Massachusetts on charges on conspiracy to convert government funds, conversion of 
government property, and conspiracy to launder money, all felonies.  The convictions 
arose from the respondent’s participation in a scheme to file false individual income tax 
returns. 

SUMMARY2 
 

The respondent R. David Cohen was admitted to practice in Massachusetts on 
December 17, 1979.     

On January 25, 2016, the respondent was found guilty after a trial by jury in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Massachusetts of one count of conspiracy to convert 
government funds in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 371 (Count One), fourteen counts of 
conversion of government property in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 641 (Counts Two through 
Thirteen, Fifteen and Sixteen), and one count of conspiracy to commit money laundering in 
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1956(h) (Count Nineteen), all felonies.  The respondent’s conviction 
resulted from his participation in a conspiracy with others to obtain United States Treasury 
checks by filing false individual income tax returns with the Internal Revenue Service.  The 
conspiracy operated from October 2011 through August 2014, and obtained at least 156 U.S. 
Treasury checks totaling $1,027,084.56.  The respondent deposited a number of the checks to 
IOLTA accounts maintained by the respondent.  The respondent was sentenced on May 25, 
2016, to imprisonment for 54 months, followed by 36 months of supervised release, and 
ordered to make restitution to the Internal Revenue Service of $1,672,958.74.  The 
respondent was convicted of “serious” crimes as defined by S.J.C. Rule 4:01, § 12(3).  The 
respondent’s criminal conduct violated Mass. R. Prof. C. 8.4(b), (c), and (h) (as in effect 
prior to July 1, 2015). 

On July 26, 2016, bar counsel filed with the Board of Bar Overseers a petition for 
discipline based upon the respondent’s conviction.  On September 13, 2016, the board 
deferred further proceedings because the respondent was appealing his conviction.  The 
conviction was affirmed by the First Circuit Court of Appeals on April 6, 2018.  The board 
lifted the deferral, and on September 5, 2018, the respondent filed an answer and the matter 
was assigned to a hearing committee.  On December 21, 2018, the respondent filed an 
affidavit of resignation pursuant to S.J.C. Rule 4:01, § 15.  On January 14, 2019, the board 
voted to recommend that the respondent’s affidavit of resignation be accepted and that he be 
disbarred, retroactive to July 13, 2016, the date the respondent was temporarily suspended 
pending further disciplinary proceedings.  On April 2, 2019, the Supreme Judicial Court for 
Suffolk County (Lenk, J.) so ordered. 

 
                                                 
1 The complete order of the Court is available by contacting the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court for Suffolk 
County. 
 
2   Compiled by the Board of Bar Overseers based on the record filed with the Supreme Judicial Court. 


