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COMPLAINTS AGAINST GOODWIN LAWYERS 

 
The complaint against Ms. Azuero is the fourth Bar complaint the Burkes filed within 
a fairly short timeline.  The Burkes - so far – have filed three complaints against 
partners at Goodwin, all active attorneys in the Florida and Illinois cases. As 
discussed herein, Azuero is one of a group of Goodwin attorneys who violated the 
Rules of Professional Conduct in their respective Bar’s while representing clients in 
the named cases. The legal system requires individual Bar complaints be filed 
against attorneys who violate the rules.  

 

Bar Filed Name & Complaint Ref. Status & Comments 
VSB June 8, 

2020 
Thomas ‘Tom’ Hefferon - 
Re: Complaint about 
Matthew Stephen Sheldon 
and Thomas Michael 
Hefferon 

On June 11, 2020, (in 3 days) VSB 
dismissed the inquiry on the basis they 
would not get involved while there is 
ongoing court proceedings. This 
conflicts with the rules and the Burkes 
have advised the Bar they have not 
accepted the dismissal. 

VSB June 8, 
2020 

Matthew ‘Matt’ Sheldon- 
Re: Complaint about 
Matthew Stephen Sheldon 
and Thomas Michael 
Hefferon 

On June 11, 2020, (in 3 days) VSB 
dismissed the inquiry for the same 
reason as Hefferon above.  
The Burkes responded, objecting to the 
expedited decisions re Sheldon and 
Hefferon and the Burkes disputes in 
these two complaints is ongoing. 

DCBAR Sept. 2 
& 17 
2020  

Matthew ‘Matt’ Sheldon -  
Rose Smith/Burke, Burke 
Undocketed No. 2020-
U666 

DC Bar self-initiated a complaint based 
on a copy of the letter the Burkes sent to 
Chief Judge Pallmeyer re the Illinois 
case. On Oct. 1, 2020, DCBar dismissed 
the inquiry for the reasons per the copy 
letter included in this Exhibit. 

DCBAR June 15, 
2020 

Sabrina Rose-Smith or Rose 
Smith - Rose Smith/Burke, 
Burke Undocketed No. 
2020-U481 

On August 4, 2020, the DCBar 
dismissed the inquiry for the same 
reason as Hefferon above. The Burkes 
responded on August 4, 2020. To date, 
no reply has been received. 
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EXHIBIT: GOODWIN LAWYERS 11th CIRCUIT APPEAL 

 
Azuero admits to being one of at least a dozen Goodwin lawyers of record on the 
Florida case. There’s 11 Goodwin lawyers per the docket at the 11th Cir. 
 
No. Yrs 11th Cir. Goodwin Lawyers  
1. 13  Azuero, Catalina E. Senior Attorney, Boston. 

https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/a/azuero-catalina 
2. 3 NOA** 

3/11/2020 
Clarke, Edwina. Associate. (Clerked with Breyer, Souter etc.) 
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/c/clarke-edwina 

3. 15  Craven, Laura S. Senior Attorney, Boston.  
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/c/craven-laura 

4. 25  Hefferon, Thomas. Partner, Washington, D.C. 
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/h/hefferon-thomas 

5. -  Protess, Amanda B. Attorney, New York. 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/amanda-protess-abb6ba141/ 
https://www.jdsupra.com/authors/amanda-protess/ 

6. 7  Riffee, Matthew L. Partner, Washington, D.C. 
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/r/riffee-matthew 

7. 12 NOA 
10/16/2019 

Rose-Smith, Sabrina, M. Partner, Washington, D.C. 
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/r/rose_smith-sabrina  

8. 6 NOA 
9/3/2019 

Sheldon, Matthew S. Partner, Washington, D.C. 
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/s/sheldon-matthew 

9. 4  Smith, Tierney. Associate, Washington, D.C. 
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/s/smith-tierney 

10. 9  Stoll, Laura A. Partner, Los Angeles. 
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/s/stoll-laura 

11. 12  Kayman, W. Kyle. Partner, Washington, D.C. 
https://www.goodwinlaw.com/professionals/t/tayman-w-kyle 

 
Big Law Data: Excl. Protess, the lawyers average no. of years employment with Goodwin is 10.6 years. 
** Associate Edwina Clarke’s notice of appearance is filed on the same day the Appellee’s brief is filed, 
March 11, 2020.  
 
 

“The conclusions to be drawn from EAT WHAT YOU KILL are  sobering: 
The factors that motivated Gellene’s misconduct, and then permitted him to rationalize that 

misconduct, are stable aspects of the current law firm environment, unlikely to change.” 
- A Book Review of Eat What You Kill by Milton C. Regan, Jr., University of Michigan Press (2004) 

 - Michael St James 
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EXHIBIT: AZUERO NOTICE OF APPEARANCES 

 
COUNTY of COOK, ILL. (2016)  

& S.D. FL. (2018) 
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